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The American Foundation for the Blind is pleased to present in these pages 
a series of tables and graphs summarizing the data gathered in the April 1956 come 
munity self-survey of services to the blind in Washington, D. C,. and in Montgomery 


and Prince Georges Counties, 


This report is respectfully submitted to United Community Services of 
Washington and to the Columbia Lighthouse for the Blind at whose initiative the study 
was made, The data enumerates services available to blind adults and children in 
metropolitan Washington, D, ©, Attention focuses upon selected social charactere 
istics of the blind population availing themselves of a service or services of one 


or more public or voluntary agencies, 


It is hoped that these tables and their interpretation, in which the 
Foundation will be pleased to be of assistance, will prove fruitful in suggesting 
areas for the extension and development of service programs and for the orientation 


of further research, 


The Foundation acknowledges with gratitude the helpful cooperation of the 
225 agencies and their staffs who completed the schedules upon which this report is 


based, 


We wish to acknowledge the contributions of Dr, Janice W, Harris, Research 
Analyst, who carried direct responsibility for the preparation of this report and 
of Mrs, Eleanor Luchton who so ably assisted in setting up and stenciling the tables, 


Alexander F, Handel 
Consultant in Community Planning 


Table 2,-—ESTIMATED AGE DISTRIBUTION OF THE BLIND POPULATION OF WASHINGTON, D. C., AS 











OF 1956 
Percent of 

: Estimated number 

Ave grou total blind + 

Eo) BEY Oe population of blind persons 
Under Goacbnee wcesn sea DE OTe eLe 2,6 61 
6 ae Lien cnanse eas 600 A AaRRERA SES 301 90 
15 ae Chiseeey ecaavae basket venaiaat 8.4 202 
25 at be eT At NES See ne 18,3 hho 
Ls bai OCLs iis Vaues whe eer aa ga caren tes 22,8 Sho 
65 and OVOP a raeceercsuvecereceeenn Lh .2 1,066 
TOUCO LS, ccaaweees eka eekaweceuas 100,0 2,408 











* Based on Dr, Hurlin's data for the State of North Carolina, June 30, 1952, Ralph G, 
Hurlin, Estimated Prevalence of Blindness in the United States; American Foundation 
for the Blind, New York, 1953, The 1956 civilian census “Figures, adjusted to include 
District of Columbia residents serving in the Armed Forces, were used. Estimates of 
children under 6 and between 6 and 1) years of age have been corrected to allow for 
the incidence of retrolental fibroplasia in the District, 
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Table 36 -= Education of 770 Adult Blind Clients Known to Social Agencies, by Race 
and Sex 
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Table 55 -= Specialized Agencies Serving Blind Persons in Washington, D, C, 
Table 56 == Non-Specialized Agencies Serving Blind Persons in Washington, D, C. 
Appendix A «= Montgomery County, Md, 


Table A 1 == Age Group of 51 Blind Persons Known to Social Agencies and Schools, 
by Race and Sex 

Table A 2 == Marital Status of 31 Adult Blind Clients Known to Social Agencies, 
by Race and Sex 

Table A 3 == Employability of 31 Adult Blind Clients Known to Social Agencies, 
by Race and Sex 

Table A «= Major Employment Status of 8 Employable Adult Blind Clients Known 
to Social Agencies, by Sex 

Table A 5 == Major Employment Status of 8 Employable Adult Blind Clients Known 
to Social Agencies, by Race and Sex 

Table A 6 -= Major Type of Employment of 8 Employable Adult Blind Clients Known 
to Social Agencies, by Race and Sex 

Table A 7 == Major Type of Employment of 3 Adult Blind Clients Who Are Presently 
Employed, Known to Social Agencies, by Sex 

Table A 8 == Degree of Vision of 51 Blind Persons Known to Social Agencies and 
schools, by Race and Sex 

Table A 9 -= Ophthalmological Examinations of 51 Blind Persons Known to Social 
Agencies and Schools, by Race and Sex 

Table AlO =-- Year of Last Ophthalmological Examination of 51 Blind Persons (With 
Some Vision) Known to Social Agencies and Schools, by Race and Sex 

Table All -- Hearing Examination of 51 Blind Persons Known to Social Agencies 
and Schools, by Race and Sex 

Table Al2 == Age When Defective Vision Was First Diagnosed for 51 Blind Persons 

: Known to Social Agencies and Schools, by Sex 

Table Al13 == Incidence of Physical or Mental Disabilities in Addition to Blind-~ 
ness of 51 Blind Persons Known to Social Agencies and Schools, by 
Race and Sex 

Table All «= Education of 31 Adult Blind Clients Known to Social Agencies, by 
Race and Sex 

Table Al5 «= Most Usual Method of Mobility of 31 Adult Blind Clients Known to 
Social Agencies, by Race and Sex 

Table Al6 == Living Arrangements of 31 Adult Blind Clients Known to Social 
Agencies, by Race and Sex 

Table Al7 == Type of Services Rendered 51 Blind Persons Known to Social Agencies 
and Schools, by Race | 

Table Al8 -- Number of Instances in Which Blind Individuals Receive Services of 
One or More Agencies or Schools, by Race and Sex 

Table Al9 == Specialized Agencies Serving Blind Persons in Montgomery County, Md. 


Appendix B «= Prince Georges County, Md. 


Table B 1 -= Age Group of 35 Blind Persons Known to Social Agencies and Schools, 
by Race and Sex 

Table B 2 #=— Marital Status of 19 Adult Blind Clients Known to Social Agencies, 
by Race and Sex 

Table B 3 == Employability of 19 Adult Blind Clients Known to Social Agencies, 
by Race and Sex 

Table B  -= Major Employment Status of 10 Employable Adult Blind Clients Known 
to Social Agencies, by Sex 
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Appendix B (continued) 


Table B 5 == Major Employment Status of 10 Employable Adult Blind Clients Known 
to Social Agencies, by Race and Sex 

Table B 6 «= Major Type of Employment of 10 Employable Adult Blind Clients Known 
to Social Agencies, by Race and Sex 

Table B 7 == Major Type of Employment of 5 Adult Blind Clients Who Are Presently 
Employed, Known to Social Agencies, by Sex 

Table B 8 -~ Degree of Vision of 35 Blind Persons Known to Social Agencies and 
Schools, by Race and Sex 

Table B 9 -= Ophthalmological Examination of 35 Blind Persons Known to Social 
Agencies and Schools, by Race and Sex 

Table B10 -~ Year of Last Ophthalmological Examination of 35 Blind Persons (With 
Some Vision) Known to Social Agencies and Schools, by Race and Sex 

Table BlI -=~ Hearing Examination of 35 Blind Persons Known to Social Agencies 
and Schools, by Race and Sex 

Table B12 -= Age When Defective Vision Was First. Diagnosed for 35 Blind Clients 
Known to Social Agencies, by Sex 

Table B13 -- incidence of Physical or Mental Disabilities in Addition to Biind- 
ness of 35 Blind Persons Known to Social Agencies and Schools, by 
Race and Sex 

Table Bly -— Education of 19 Adult Blind Clients Known to Social Agencies, by 
Race and Sex 

Table B15 == Most Usual Method of Mobility of 19 Advlt Blind Clients Known to 
Social Agencies, by Race and Sex 

Table B16 == Living Arrangements of 19 Adult Blind Clients Known to Social 
Agencies, by Race and Sex 

Table B17 =~ Type of Services Rendered 35 Blind Persons Known to Social Agencies 
and Schools, by Race 

Table B18 -- Number of Instances in Which Blind Individuals Receive Services of 
One or More Agencies or Schools, by Race and Sex 

Table B19 «= Specialized Agencies Serving Blind Persons in Prince Georges County, 
Md. 
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Table 1.--ESTIMATE OF THE NUMBER OF BLIND PERSONS IN WASHINGTON, D. C., 1950, 
1952, 1954, 1955* 


Total - Rate per Number of 
Year Population” 1,000 Population Blind Persons 
1950 807,000 aebl. 2,268 
1952 828,000 2.81 Cuoet 
195), 8149 ,000 2 501, 2 , 386 
1955 853,000 2,81 Cy a7t 


*Based on Dr. Hurlin'ts formula described in his publication Estimated Prevalence 
of Blindness in the United States; American Foundation for the Blind, New York, 


1953.6 


“Based on the 1950, 1952, 1954, and 1955 revised Census population estimates 
including persons in the Armed Forces stationed in the District of Columbia, 
United States Bureau of the Census, Washington, D. C. 
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Table 2,--ESTIMATED AGE DISTRIBUTION OF THE BLIND POPULATION OF WASHINGTON, D. C.,. 
OF 1955 


Percent of / 


Age group ~ total blind Estimated number 





# 
population of bjind persons 
oe 
Under emia vu ai ve deka sacurewe’s 8 / 20 
/ 
a eee cieen ivan bewkan Jel vif 50 
15 - ee ere Si ey aes bene Veh weds 5.7 ris 10 
Vi 
ea he aed eves ee ao 18.0 f hho 
f 
NS a ets eat wae do e's 26.2 f 60 
f 
65 and OVELTeeccceveccveersecvenn 46.0 phen ae 
2 eran eer yy Ae 98,8 2,40 








“Based on Dr. Hurlin' s ate for the State of North Carolina, June 30, 1952, Ralph G, 
Hurlin, Estimated Prevalence of Blindness in the United States; American Foundation 
for the Blind, New York, 1953, The 1955 civilian census population figures were used 
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Table 3,--COMPARISON OF ESTIMATED AGE DISTRIBUTION OF THE BLIND POPULATION OF f 
WASHINGTON, D. C,, WITH ACTUAL AGE DISTRIBUTION, APRIL 1956 


f 
f 
. 
ff 








Estimate of Total blind 
incidence of blindness persons covered 
Age group in Washington, D, C.* by this survey** 
Number Percent Numbér Percent 
rd 
z 
Under aa euude<tabeaeehos us 20 8 / 51 5,8 
6 - Peas scltwkesbecnan vee 50 2el f hs 5.0 
15 9 LO OR ER pea eee 10 547 36 ho 
vd 
25 3 LN ES STEPS Sie TS aps hho / 18,0 156 17,6 
A ES See 635 / 26,2 316 35.6 
65 and OVELceensosevesessreces 1,107 / 46.0 263 2967 
EP eee eee bake ead seediwss /- aad 20 Za 
DOES Leeasbaneeeesesedeaetss 2,40 98.8 887 100,0 





*Based on Dr. Hurlin's data for the State of North Carolina, June 30, 1952, Ralph G, 
Hurlin, Estimated Prevalence of Blindness in the United States; American Foundation 
for the Blind, New York, 1953. The 1955 civilian census population figures were used, 





%Unduplicated count. 
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Table },--BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND SCHOOLS IN WASHINGTON, D. C., BY 
AGE AND RACE, APRIL 1956 


20 


210 
Total number 
White 
Negro 
Unknown and Other 
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Table 5,<-AGE GROUP OF 887 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND SCHOOLS IN 
WASHINGTON, D. C., BY SEX, APRIL 1956 





_ Total 
Age group __blind persons _ Male Female 


Number Percent 





Pster Ll YOST sd cceccewensensses == — oven one 
Sere cues tres cob eben cces 18 2.0 8 10 
SEED G ele Nis dane bbe wach o 33 30.7 16 17 
MCS arse cvins sense viszerenae 5 Bel 27 18 
LG ie cain tnwedl és tis'e'eecieeen 20 243 13 7 
BMC Pe Su aidos <ssceee basse es 16 1,8 8 8 
PEL eo iersascacs shes evaeve’ 23 2.6 1h 7 
ee esis tsusshaseisbabense af 2 a3 14 
Moa ay evans essed cv'cxes ho is 25 15 
PR isues ok a cadiesaseee sions’ 56 63 27 29 
acs tcakswrapocnscesss 58 6.5 a1 27 
PaO Lea cavsgeauss sconass be 7h 8.3 7 27 
MEG 7c au sg asia gen dhe se te.nn ass 91 10,3 Lg 2 
Em Olidw ss ddescctaseatenvesce 03 10.5 38 55 
SS ee eee or eres 7h 8,3 32 h2 
70 = Theevevecenscsevcescssese 58 6.5 29 29 
RO OUGlcsaveecceuwbesens es 132 14,8 16 85 


DRT UWNeacehehoneveas onaneesse 20 2e3 6 1h 


TOLLS] oscectuescasseeeees 887 100,0 439 ))8 
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Table 6,--BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND SCHOOLS IN WASHINGTON, D. C, 
BY AGE AND SEX, APRIL ee 


Total number 
Male 
Female 


270 
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210 





180 






Number 
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120 
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Table 7.=PERSONS INCLUDED IN THIS SURVEY COMPARED WITH THE ESTIMATE OF INCIDENCE OF 
BLINDNESS IN WASHINGTON, D. C., APRIL 1956 


875 


750 


Number 


375 


250 


125 


a 


Under 
6 











6e1h 1-2) Beabh 5 -6h 65 & over 6/ 
AGE 


a 


MU EUASE + hae 
We ss ta 
a ae 7 ~~ y ; 


eS eS Rin mR mR ma en me ao moro 


te ne Lomens| 
eloodss 


bn ee 


et ee me A 


eet ee ae Aes ee ee mt eR Pt cee ry Sem “lima eet: La YD RNA ee SA, Rant 


. 
: 
| 
. 
satlindeoidierieeragtaeeaiivsinnaatiiaalinatil 


| 


- 


CE a ee i ee A DA EY CRO A | | onetime heen aie 


: sae a et Ae 


A mel el cee an arta het A rn fe mary Sania Hanke ~ ote ar ee om me 


! 

‘ 

; 

‘ 

- 

\/ 
; 


: a | : | | ~ / 


ri aedin ‘ 
iW aa ‘ . ‘, 
paieettmrenaenahaneid sats SOREN EE oe 
: * 
1 <s % 


on ’ 


, 








Table 8,--MARITAL STATUS OF 770 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES IN 
WASHINGTON, D. C., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 











Marital Blind White Negro ee tee 
ae ee ei Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 
MirlGccssncsee 193 25,1 Gh 50 3h 108 os WY a lo o-- 
Merrie dcseveves** Cel 2057 83 61 22 138 89 §=6hig me -— we 
MeweOsiecaces 211 27a: 57° 213 hh Dol hie 110 —- -« == 
Divorcedssssoee 18 2.3 HP & 3 7 ne -— - = 
Separatedsssece 94 12,2 16 9 6 78 29 — on we “= =e 
Dther eciascccoe 5 yr 5 ae pen eet een 
Unknown. essecee 28 36 20 2 8 17 Br Ld 1 mo 1 





Totalesees’ 770°.20030: -262 15 138 507 228 279 2 1 1 
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Table 9,=--AGE GROUP OF 887 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND SCHOOLS IN 
WASHINGTON, D. C., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 





Age group blind oe Negro Gaareetae 
Num- Per= Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 

Under 1 year.eces —— mew -— -— oe oe -—- oe coos “— =o 
Me oe.) 18 220. WE Ta 6 A pel, ale Se op Saas 

BEE aseecetane? 33 3el 27 te aks 6 hy 2 sien ee 
Be inccevxeteen) US Sl. 21 emer La La hy cas | 

Bei Weceescesse, 20 203 5 a 10 aes 5 see 
Mey.) 16 168 (lg ra ee rea NOE iehbel 
MEMS hy. cisss) 232.6 1 6 <5 yo EB te eta es et 
ha en en 
| emestssbenseacel UO eS 19 +43 6 207) tate or eB 7 eae a ee 
| Re laccdenee 90. Oe3 21 . 22 9 35. 15 420 side” S caeccw gga 
: Meme oisteevceue: 50 6.5. ‘13 Spee ge bei f23\9 527 ee i 
Se hb c.ecsuet 7h 8530 (27 20s! Hy 27 20 Set eee eee 
Be SJentccensee) 91 10,3 Bio TB eo 66 30 36 : At nee 
: Mm COlsssscancss 93 10.57 26 V1l* 15 67). 27 eho ae es 8 
Mee OF scscccceen TH 8.3 15 8 z oo rd PRN a ee ene 
Ae ee ey ey ee 
75 and over...e06 132 14.8 52 19 33 Won e7) 152 anaes See 
: MeWMiseicccecss | 20 243 . 10 aN 7 10 zy ee 


Totalsssccee, COY 1000 - 327 175 152 548 = 25h 29h ae 10 2 
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Table 11,--EMPLOYABILITY OF 770 BLIND CLIENTS OVER AGE FIFTEEN NOT ENROLLED IN 
SCHOOL, KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES IN WASHINGTON, D. C., BY AGE, APRIL 1956 





Total 








Age group blind clients Employability 
neat shal Employable Unemployable Unknown 
Dm LOT YEATS ssncssuaee ee 2 Ag 2 a iM 
19 = Aveccccvcsccccecece 13 1.7 10 2 1 
Pee CULE er eadevessseeee 23 3,0 20 3 ok 
Der oa was Weed eds en anes 37 8 30 3 h 
nao aUvecsseeteceeeces 0 Sec 1 7 Pa 
HO = Uaecccccccceccccees 56 7.3 35 17 h 
US = WG eecccvccccvccveces 58 7.5 a5 21 2 
PR geakavssestcucnses 7h 9,6 37 29 8 
OS - DD ececcccsvcscccccns 91 11.8 a5 60 6 
60 = Eteseeeeceereseenees 93 ieee) x7 3 3 
ey Th 96 9 6 1 
ee eye. | 8, TS L 82 2 
| 75 ANd OVETcccesccncnvece ike ss 17.0 1 129 1 
Unknownecccccccvscceccces 20 2.6 e 3 15 





Totalecacaccccercese 770 100,0 258 1.63 9 
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Table 12,<-EMPLOYABILITY OF 770 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES IN 
WASHINGTON, D. C., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 








tal 
blind White Negro aa raped 
Employability Meth TY Baal Soh en eee mene bE . Stace Pee 
Num- Per= total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 
ber cent 
Employable. eeoecoeces 258 33.5 125 88 37 132 86 6 i rakes 1 
BauNOWNsscucnseeens US 6.) a3 rege 8 La 35 19 16 - Ll -- 


ita). ddsaeee: 170 100,0 ~ 261 13 118 sue ae ke 2 1 1 
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Table 1),--MAJOR EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF 258 EMPLOYABLE ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO 
SOCIAL AGENCIES IN WASHINGTON, D. C., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 


















f Total Unknown aie 
Major biind it N mow 
employment clients WERES eee and Aner 
sah Num- Pers Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 
Employed full } 
TAME eacenceesece 110 2.7 78 59 19 31 2h a 1 am ua 
Employed part 
time » eeeceeeeoeee 30 11.6 12 7 5 18 17 re mo aes om 
Unemployede.sscceee LOS 8R35 59 26 13 7 77 \3 3h, <o —— — 
| Housewifecercese eee 6 ons hy ae h 2 a= 2 ees — — 
| 
BCOecayeerdedene * T° 257 5 3 2 2 me 2 oa AER ens 
| Other, ecsaevcevesed om pa C hend aes DED ae am som ae ae on on 
| INKNOWNs ov ecceeses 2 8 ke! we or 2 2 cad pies See Pan 
| 
: Total yess eee" 250° 00,0 « ° 125 88 37 132 86 «6 1 -= 1 





‘Jomment: Of the 770 adult blind clients studied, 63 or 60% were not considered em- 
: ployable. The employment status of 9 others was unknown, It also should 
be noted that only 140 of the employable blind clients were working at the 
time of the survey, 
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Table 15,--MAJOR TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT OF 258 EMPLOYABLE ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO 
SOCIAL AGENCIES IN WASHINGTON, D. C., BY SEX, APRIL 1956 











pe ean —bund’ clients _ Male Female 

Sheltered workshopresssseccesoveves 57 2248 39 18 
Pome FINGUCTIGCS epee cdes téusesaancee 7 Col 2 5 
Competitive employment. .ccccccceces 101 39,2 78 23 
PETE GROLOVMCN be ses é es cuselassinn'e a's 13 Eso ay 2 
HOUSCWILC eecccceccevcccvvcvcssccees 3 1.2 ~~ 3 
Students ccesescccecsevnvccsessscers ({ 2e7 3 hy 
OEREY ssc sdneecceasvenncevecescrcens 1 an “se 1 
DURTOMN ci sataareageserhavbt be6e0s's 69 26.7 41 28 
TOLAL eure par eberaaseeserucvede 258 100.0 174 8 


Note: Of 258 adult blind clients known to and considered employable by social 
agencies in Washington, D, C., 153 were employed in April 1956, See Table 18, 
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Table 16,--MAJOR TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT OF 258 EMPLOYABLE ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO 
SOCIAL AGENCIES IN WASHINGTON, D. C,, BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 








. Total | Unknow: 
Major type blind White Negro and Other 
of clients 
employment be Agee Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 
Sheltered 
MerKanCt«ctvccas 5( 2201 Lf 8 9 ho 31 9 eee og ee 
some industries... 7 2.7 2 il a4 5 1 h oye Ro Ne 
Competitive 
employment...eces 101 AO .2 7h 59 15 26 19 fy t8 Laas 1 
Self-employed...e. 13 5,0 7 5 2 6 6 == = eeey ee ee 
Housewife, «ceasece 3 Lae 3 =o 3 == =a = a =e 2 ep oe 
UICONG. u:s.2.¢.4,00,0.0 6 4 Re 5 3 2 2 —— 2 Ct ow <= 
ICRCT +» ses e'e0 000 ee ai ol Nees! =o eer ui oe a4 —o =— = 
MenCWeessersccce OF 2657 ly, 12 5 52 9071403 —e fie N A ck 
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Table 17,--MAJOR EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF 258 EMPLOYABLE ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO 


SOCIAL AGENCIES IN WASHINGTON, D, C., BY SEX, APRIL 1956 








Maj Total 
eh blind clients 
ag on tes am S is cane ad Male 
employment status Number Percent 
Bmosoyed full time ye sedsscvavsedead 110 42.7 83 
Beroyed part Cimed savere'edodecevde 30 11,6 2h 
MENUIOVOUceegadodeneseceasaccasess 103 3959 62 
BY 9 dA ee 6 2e5 — ae 
Ea Oe YO AY 8 nn ebb 6 0'e i; Cat 3 
py a — Lssaares vonres 
OW le va dudaleaele erie Cte dees ee 2 20 2 
Dts oe db die daentiepie-se eit s'en-e'e 258 100,0 174 
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Comment: Of the 770 adult blind clients studied, 463 or 60% were not considered 


employable, The employment status of 9 others was unknown, 
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Table 18,--MAJOR TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT OF 153 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS WHO ARE PRESENTLY 
EMPLOYED, KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES IN WASHINGTON, D, C., BY SEX, APRIL 1956 
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; Total 
: ae ees blind clients Male Female 
ny edi Number Percent, 
Sheltered WOEKSHOD gop ses keeasCeces 2 Zia 29 13 
Home MCUSUT 1 OO oe beeeaeec cee boend d's 3 Za) BA Z 
Competitive employment...cccccscccee 86 56,2 68 18 
Pet =CND LOVERS deeb Seesacncesecasese an Noe 9 2 
OWL Ons ip ae es bases cheevis vaues 3 2,0 ae 5 
DEM 1S a uie Gey ans ook ass owe b 2 0eee ee 1 4.6 3 h 
| Me ss iss ee Gawe deb eee bbe wa ah As = 1 
MEM OUl)S au DSA Ts Ob Go bance Dasa eatees Chace Lec) ovine ears! 
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Table 22,--DEGREE OF VISION OF 770 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES IN 


WASHINGTON, D, C., BY EMPLOYABILITY, APRIL 1956 
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Table 23,--DEGREE OF VISION OF 887 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND SCHOOLS 


IN WASHINGTON, D, C,., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Comment: The fact that 647 or 73% of the 887 blind persons known to social agencies 


and schools in Washington, D, ©, had some residual vision, underscores the 
importance of appropriate medical services designated to maximize the use- 
fulness of this precious facility. 
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Table 2h,<-OPHTHALMOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS OF 887 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SCHOOLS AND 
SOCIAL AGENCIES IN WASHINGTON, D, C,, BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table 25,--YEAR OF LAST OPHTHALMOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF 887 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO 
SOCIAL AGENCIES AND SCHOOLS IN WASHINGTON, D. C., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table 26,--HEARING EXAMINATIONS OF 887 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND 


SCHOOLS IN WASHINGTON, D., C., BY AGE, APRIL 19% 
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‘Table 27e--HEARING EXAMINATIONS OF 887 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND 
SCHOOLS IN WASHINGTON, D.C., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table 31,--INCIDENCE OF PHYSICAL OR MENTAL DISABILITIES IN ADDITION TO BLINDNESS OF 


887 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND SCHOOLS IN WASHINGTON, 
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Table 36.--EDUCATION OF 770 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES IN 


WASHINGTON, D.C., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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fable 37.<-EDUCATION OF 770 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES IN 


WASHINGTON, D. C,, BY EMPLOYABILITY, APRIL 1956 
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Table 1,--MOST USUAL METHOD OF MOBILITY OF 770 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCIAL 
AGENCIES IN WASHINGTON, D. C., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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AGENCIES IN WASHINGTON, D. C., BY EMPLOYABILITY, APRIL 1956 
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Table 43,--MOST USUAL METHOD OF MOBILITY OF 770 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCIAL 
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Usual method mlindre ients Employability i 
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Homebound (due to l 
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“Table 49,--LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OF 770 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES 
IN WASHINGTON, D. C., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table 51,--TYPE OF SERVICES RENDERED 887 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND | 
SCHOOLS IN WASHINGTON, D, C., BY RACE, APRIL 1956 
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“of the 887 blind persons studied, many were receiving more than one type of service; 
therefore, there are duplications in the total number, Multiple answer question has 
a percentage total greater than 100%, 
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Table 5,--NUMBER OF AGENCIES AND SCHOOLS IN WASHINGTON, D. C. SERVING EACH OF 8&7 
BLIND PERSONS, BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 

















Number of agencies Total Unknown 

and schools to blind White Negro and Other 

which individual —PERSons abt uy 
is known Num- Per 





ber cent Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 
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Table 55,--SPECIALIZED AGENCIES SERVING BLIND PERSONS IN WASHINGTON, D. C,, APRIL 1956 : 


Number of blind 








oie persons served 
Domiciliary 
| Washington Home for the BLINGs dak Sap edebbGaen hancacey eexeske 11 


| 


Public Assistance Ch. OBeo 


Department of Public Welfare (Public Assistance Division)... 2h6 


Sheltered Workshop and/or Employment 


- Columbia Lighthouse for the BPILNGs gen eve cede rh bebwepeeneces’s 75 
| Washington Society for the Blindsseccaveud6aseedes seceded tat 72 


Community Organizations and Associations 


ierinded Veterans Association, Inc, sesacccccvecscccaccncoses. NS 
District of Columbia Association of Workers for 


[ ' the PETUIUCE Ca eT E CEU ead eeehb eb arede das 14 Se Seeeeeesdee nals 


Parents of Blind Children of Metropolitan Washingtonssceeccee — 










Vocational Training and Rehabilitation 
'D, C, Department of Vocational Rehabilitation, ..coccssserees 115 


Educational 

Library of CongresSecseccccecsccevencaccceceneseseccsenveseees 636°" 
‘Public Schools, Board of Education, D. C. POSS eeeeeeeerseoeose 37 
Family and Children's Services (Casework) 


‘Family and Child Services of Washington, Department 
for the Blinds ceccccscnccscsevveeseeseeersnepesseeseverens 25 


| | Totale. .1s23h 


| 


| 
| Number unknown. 


“actual schedules not received, 
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Table 56,--NON-SPECIALIZED AGENCIES* SERVING BLIND PERSONS IN WASHINGTON, D. C., AS 
OF APRIL 1956 


















Agency services to Number of agencies Number of blind 
Type of agency EE Ee currently serving Peserved by non 
Available available blind persons ne eahiee 
Domiciliary (non- 
POLL iden ctededeces 17 22 5 56** 
Domiciliary (profit)... 15 10 2 2 
| Corrective and 
| Provectivesécacccceee 3 nue mas setae 
Veterans SEYVICeS pevces 2 =e ee a 32 
Recreation & group 
work (includes 
day CAP dings se Sevens iz 11 1 1 
Housing, shelter..ssoes a! = 1 17 
| Sheltered workshop 
_ and/or employment.... 2 -- 2 15 
MeUCAULON s soncasesusuves 2 5] ma — 
Vocational training 
& rehabilitation, eece iL. ae ve 15 
Family & children's 
services (casework).. 12 3 2 h 
‘Direct health and 
_ hospital services.... 25 5 7 a” ane 
_ Community organization 
i & ASSOCLatIONcsecveee 6 2 1 1 
Public as#istanceeesecsoe a “= 3 Ot 
Pavelevecsewteesss  LOL*** fe 2biaet 615 











| ee 

_ *nNon-specialized" agencies, as used in this table, refer to those agencies that do 
| hot have a special program of services for blind persons. 

Di strict of Columbia Village Agency was serving O of these 56 blind persons as of 
h April 1956, 






101 is 65% and 5h is 38% of the total non-specialized agencies, 


36 61% of total of the 101 non-specialized agencies replying that their services 
are available, 
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APPENDICES 


A, MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD.* 


B. PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY, MD.* 


*The overall totals for services to the blind in Montgomery and 
Prince Georges Counties suggest that the data for these areas 
is incomplete. While the tables that follow are of interest as 
indicators of likely patterns of service in these areas, they 
are inadequate for utilization in community planning. Further 
study is required if valid conclusions on the nature and extent 


of services to the blind in these counties are to be reached, 
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Table Al,--AGE GROUP OF 51 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND SCHOOLS IN 


MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 


SSS SSS Ss se tt siesta 


Total 


Age group blind persons White ae Negro : 

Number Total Male Female Total Male Female 
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Table A2,--MARITAL STATUS OF 31 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES IN 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 





Total 





Marital status blind clients White Negro 
Number Total Male Female Total Male Female 
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Table A3,--EMPLOYABILITY OF 31 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES IN 
| MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table Al.--MAJOR EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF 8 EMPLOYABLE ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCTIA. 
| AGENCIES IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD., BY SEX, APRIL 1956 
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“Table aS .--MAJOR EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF 8 EMPLOYABLE ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCTAL 
AGENCIES IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table A6 .--MAJOR TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT OF 8 EMPLOYABLE ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO 
SOCIAL AGENCIES IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table A7s--MAJOR TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT OF 3 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS WHO ARE PRESENTLY 
EMPLOYED, KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD., BY 
SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table A8 .--DEGREE OF VISION OF 51 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND SCHOOLS 
IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table A9 .--OPHTHALMOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS OF 51 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES 
AND SCHOOLS IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table ALO,--YEAR OF LAST OPHTHALMOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF 51 BLIND PERSONS (WITH SOME 
VISION) KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND SCHOOLS IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD., 
BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table All,--HEARING EXAMINATION OF 51 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND 
SCHOOLS EN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD,, BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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_ TableAL2 .--AGE WHEN DiFECTIVE VISION WAS FIRST DIAGNOSED FOR 51 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN 
TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND SCHOOLS IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD., BY SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table A13e--INCIDENCE OF PHYSICAL OR MENTAL DISABILITIES IN ADDITION TO BLINDNESS OF 
51 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND SCHOOLS IN MONTGOMERY 
GOUNTY, MD., BY RAGE. AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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“Many clients did not have any physical or mental disability in addition to blindness; 
therefore, totals to this multiple answer question are sometimes lower than the 
actual number of blind persons studied. 
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Table Alh,--EDUCATION OF 31 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES IN MONTGOMER: 
COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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TableA15.--MOST USUAL METHOD OF MOBILITY OF 31 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCIAL 
AGENCIES IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table Al6.--LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OF 31 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES IN 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table A18,--NUMBER OF INSTANCES IN WHICH BLIND INDIVIDUALS RECEIVE SERVICES OF ONE OR 
MORE AGENCIES OR SCHOOLS IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD., BY 
RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table A19,--SPECEZALIZED AGENCIES SERVING BLIND PERSONS IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD., 








APRIL 1956 
ae Number of biind 
cl persons served 
Public Assistance (A, B.) 
Montgomery County Welfare DOSY Ose ns tee bose di bed baddewasees 10 


Sheltered Workshop and/or Employment 
State of Maryland, Department of Employment Security.ececoes 2 


Community Organizations and Associations 


Blinded Veterans Association, Inc, OCOHAOCESHOC ROLE HSER OAH ASOS oe 


Vocational Training and Rehabilitation 


Vocational Rehabilitation Division of Maryland, eongeeeeronoce 8 
Educational 
Board of Education, Rockville, Mos Geeeee beeen s ovdsee cee cer a 
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Table Bl ,--AGE GROUP OF 35 BLIND PS7SONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND SCHOOLS IN 
PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table B2,--MARITAL STATUS OF 19 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES IN PRINCE 
GEORGES COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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DAVOPCEd. sceccccscccveses —s on -- -- —_ -- -- 
Separatedececocccccsccccs oe == -- -- -~ — = 
OTHEL evcccccccccevccscos ~e ~— =e -- ~< me os 
Unknowneseccsaccccscecves. om “= == se on -~ a 
Totalecccccccvegecce 19 16 9 7 é. 2 1 
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Table B3,--EMPLOYABILITY OF 19 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES IN PRINCE 
GEORGES COUNTY, MD,, BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table Bl.--MAJOR EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF 10 EMPLOYABLE ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO 
SOCIAL AGENCIES IN PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY, MD., BY SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Major employment status blind clients Male Female 
Number 
Bmoyed full time.i ss ss see bieee ce 3 3 =o 
Employed part timecsecdecssscccccee -- “= -- 
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STUdeN. veccsecccvccccvccccccvveece ni 1 == 
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Table BS .--MAJOR EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF 10 EMPLOYABLE ADULT BLTND CLIENTS KNOWN TO 
SOCIAL AGENCIES IN PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Major blind clients White Negro 
employment 2 as oo or cores: es area mee, COT ae RE Core 
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Table B6 ,«-MAJOR TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT OF 10 EMPLOYABLE ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO 
SOCIAL AGENCIES IN PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, AFRIL 1956 
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employment Number Total Male Female Total Male ieee 
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Table B7 .--MAJOR TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT OF 5 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS WHO ARE PRESENTLY EMPLOY=L 
_ KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES IN PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY, MD., BY SEX, APRIL 1954 
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Table B8 .--DEGREE OF VISION OF 35 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND SCHOOLS 
IN PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table B9 .--OPHTHALMOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF 35 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES 
AND SCHOOLS IN PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table BLO,--YEAR OF LAST OPHTHALMOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF 35 BLIND PERSONS (WITH SOME 
VISION) KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND SCHOOLS IN PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY » MD,, BY 
RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table B11,--HEARING EXAMINATIONS OF 35 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND 
SCHOOLS IN PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY, MD., BY RACH AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table B}2.--AGE WHEN DEFECTIVE VISION WAS FIRST DIAGNOSED FOR 35 BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN 


TO SOCIAL AGENCIES IN PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY, MD., BY SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table B13.--INCIDENCE OF PHYSICAL OR MENTAL DISABILITIES IN ADDITION TO BLINDNESS OF 
35 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND SCHOOLS IN PRINCE GEORGES 
COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table B1l,--EDUCATION OF 19 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES IN PRINCE 
GEORGES COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table BIS,--MOST USUAL METHOD OF MOBILITY OF 19 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCIAL 
AGENCIES IN PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table B16.--LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OF 19 ADULT BLIND CLIENTS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES IN 
PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY, MD., BY RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table B17.--TYPE OF SERVICES RENDERED 35 BLIND PERSONS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES AND 
SCHOOLS IN PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY, MD., BY RACE, APRIL 1956 
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Table B18,e0.NUMBER OF INSTANCES IN WHICH BLIND INDIVIDUALS RECEIVE SERVICES OF ONE OR 
MORE AGENCIES OR SCHOOLS IN PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY, MD., BY 
RACE AND SEX, APRIL 1956 
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Table B19,=<-SPECIALIZED AGENCIES. SERVING BLIND PERSONS IN PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY, MD., 
APRIL 1956 
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